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special position and is exempted from her various
household duties. The exemption is associated with
the sense of uncleanliness of sex matters. Her own
parents share the tension. Shortly before the child is
delivered, they will offer a kind of medical soup to their
daughter. Her mother will stay in her room for several
days to look after her. It is also the duty of her own
mother to clean all the soiled clothes and wait on her
daughter after delivery.
It is not customary for the mother to take a long
period of rest after the child is born. She resumes her
work in the household within a week. This practice
was regarded by my informant as the cause of the high
death rate of women after childbirth. The actual
death rate is not known. But in the population
statistics, there is an apparent fall in numbers in the
age group of females of 26-30 and 41-45 (H~5); this
indicates the fact.
Infantile mortality is also high. If we compare the
number of individuals in the age group 0-5 with that
in the age group 6-10, a big decrease is observed. The
difference between the groups is 73 individuals, or
33 per cent, of the group. This phenomenon is also
reflected in the belief in " spirit sadism." In the
ceremony of menyu, literally " child-reaching-full-
month," the child will be shaved and given a personal
name by his maternal uncle. This is usually a name
of abuse, such as dog, cat, or monk. The people
believe that the lives of the children, particularly those
who are specially regarded by their parents, are sought
by devil spirits. A way of protecting the child is to
show the spirits that there is no one interested in it;
the theory is that spirits, being sadists, will then dis-
continue their intervention. This is sometimes carried

